




The times they are a changin… 

Dark Water Burning World Issam Kourbaj



The times they are a changin… 



Unravelling



Uncharted territoryThe times they are a changin… 



Crisis and Opportunity  

Anxiety and Adventure 

The times they are a changin… 



The times they are a changin… 



Stories in the midst of upheaval and unravelling 

Jeremiah - Luke / Acts - Benedict and Celtic  





Jeremiah  

• God is at work 
• There’s a future and a hope 
• Stay 
• Reorientate 
• Bless 
• Re-imagine 



Luke 10:1-12 

• Discovering what it means to follow Christ in an unprecedented  

• Discovering God at work in the unexpected places and among people



Benedict’s Rule and Discerning God’s Story in Crisis  



What matters at this stage is the construction of local forms of community within which 
civility and the intellectual and moral life can be sustained through the new dark ages 
which are already upon us. And if the tradition of the virtues was able to survive the 
horrors of the last dark ages, we are not entirely without grounds for hope. This time 
however the barbarians are not waiting beyond the frontiers; they have already been 
governing us for quite some time. And it is our lack of consciousness of this that 
constitutes part of our predicament. We are waiting not for a Godot, but for another—
doubtless very different—St. Benedict. 

                             Alisdair MacIntyre, After Virtue  



Celtic Saints: contemplatives in the world of action  



PATTERNS 

• Prayer 

• Patterns and Practices 

• Exploration, journey 

• Paradoxes 

• Incarnational 

• Relational 

• Communitarian 

POSTURES 

• Patterns and Practices 

• Acceptance 

• Exploration 

• Rediscovery 

• Relational 

• Communitarian 

PRACTICES 

• Dwelling 

• Discerning 

• Experimenting 





We cannot do exactly as they did but we must 
be as thorough and as ruthless in our 
determination to break off all spiritual chains, 
to cast off the domination of alien 
compulsions and find our true selves; to 
discover our inalienable spiritual liberty and 
use it to build on earth the kingdom of God.  

Thomas Merton 



Thank you for listening and participating.  

Bless you and take care  

Roy



Coming soon…. www.northumbrian.org 

 

http://www.northumbrian.org

